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Inside H ousing Elem ent Update
As w e ’ve  re porte d in th e  last se ve r-
al ne w sle tte rs, W e stw ood H igh -
lands Association and 14 cityw ide  
ne igh borh ood organizations h ave  
file d a law suit against th e  City 
and County of San Francisco in 
an e ffort to stop th e  Planning De -
partm e nt’s H ousing Ele m e nt 
(w w w. sfgov. org/ site / planning) 
from  going forw ard w ith out an En-
vironm e ntal Im pact Re port (EIR). 
Back round: Th is H E is a cityw ide  
policy docum e nt e ffe ctive  for te n 
ye ars, th at calls for th e  le galiza-
tion of in-law  units, incre ase d 
de nsity and h e igh t on and around 
transit corridors lik e  O ce an Ave n-
ue  and W e st Portal, and w ould al-
low  for th e  re duction or 
e lim ination of th e  traditional re -
q uire m e nt th at de ve lope rs con-
struct at le ast ‘one  inside  park ing 
place  for e ve ry unit’ built in San 
Francisco. An EIR, as you m igh t 
k now , is an e xte nsive  study and a 
k ind of tool th at is use d w h e n 
large  building proje cts are  pro-
pose d since  th e y h e lp ide ntify po-
te ntial e nvironm e ntal im pacts on 
ite m s such  as safe ty, noise , conge s-
tion, se w age , park ing, traffic, and 

soil. Re gre tfully, on Nove m be r 
23rd, W e stw ood H igh lands and 
th e  oth e r appe llants lost th e  first 
round w h e n Judge  Quidach ay 
side d w ith  th e  City by ruling th at 
an EIR is unne ce ssary for th is 
H ousing Ele m e nt plan to go for-
w ard. Th e  good ne w s is th at our 
attorne ys advise  w e  h ave  a ve ry 
good ch ance  of pre vailing in an 
appe al. Th e  bad ne w s is th at 
th e re  is anoth e r som e w h at sim il-
ar proposal, th is tim e  auth ore d 
by Jak e  McGoldrick  (jak e . 
m cgoldrick @  sfgov. org), and th is 
tim e  calle d Th e  Be tte r Ne igh bor-
h oods Plan’ (w w w. sfgov. org/ 
site / planning) th at also se e k s 
cityw ide  de nsification. As of th e  
tim e  of th is w riting, th e  Board of 
Supe rvisors m ove d to am e nd th e  
plan so it h as be e n se nt back  to 
com m itte e  for re vie w .  Upsh ot: 
San Francisco is a ve ry e xpe nsive  
place  to live . Eve ry sq uare  inch  of 
it is valuable . Th e re  is constant 
pre ssure  from  de ve lope rs, h ous-
ing activists, non-profits, SPUR, 
and som e  politicians to le sse n or 
re m ove  zoning re strictions. 

W H A O ffice rs

All W e stw ood H igh lands re side nts 
are  invite d to atte nd and 
participate  in our bi-m onth ly 
m e e tings. W H A dire ctors 
continue  to volunte e r th e ir tim e  
in h e lping m aintain th e  uniq ue  
be auty and livability of our 
ne igh borh ood. Th e  m e e tings last 
about an h our and a h alf. Th e y 
are  now  h e ld on Tue sdays at 7:30 
at 120 Bre ntw ood on th e  
follow ing date s:  March  21, May 
16, July 18, Se pt 12,  Nov 21.
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W H A M e e tings

Pe riodically, th e  Board of 
Dire ctors of W e stw ood H igh lands 
re ce ive s com plaints about noise ; 
re ce ntly tw o conce rning w ind 
ch im e s and e ve ry so ofte n and 

ince ssantly bark ing dog. As far as 
com plaints go, not bad, but still 
w orth  m e ntioning in th is 
ne w sle tte r.

Noise



Th e  Ce ntral Council Re port

An illegal or se condary unit is 

ge ne rally de scribe d as a se cond 

living space  in a single -fam ily 

h om e , usually in th e  base m e nt, 

h aving a k itch e n and a se parate  

e ntrance . One  of th e  m ain 

re asons th at folk s continue  to 

m ove  h e re  is th at W e stw ood 

H igh lands is zone d for single -

fam ily use  only. As re side nts 

w atch  th e ir prope rty value s go 

up, th e y are  re m inde d th at it is 

incre asingly rare  in San 

Francisco to be  able  to live  in 

pe ace  and q u ie t and to actually 

be  able  to park  in front of th e ir 

ow n h ouse s. In addition to th e  

oth e r re strictions, th e  W H A 

dire ctors w ill continue  to e nforce  

Article  IV of th e  Ease m e nts, 

Re strictions, Conditions, 

Cove nants, Ch arge s, and 

Agre e m e nts, first e stablish e d for 

W e stw ood H igh lands in 19 24, 

th at re strict th e  use  of e ach  lot in 

W e stw ood H igh lands to one  

fam ily.

W e stw ood H igh lands is a ch arte r 
m e m be r and one  of 17 
ne igh borh oods th at be long to th e  
W e st of Tw in Pe ak s Ce ntral Council. 
Establish e d in 19 36, th is council is a 
k ind of um bre lla organization th at 
addre sse s issue s th at are  com m on to 
its m e m be rs. Curre nt issue s include :

Laguna H onda H ospital: Th e  

Council e ndorse d a vote r 

initiative  slate d for th e  June  2006 

ballot w h ich  w ill cre ate  a spe cial 

zoning district for th e  62 acre s at 

Laguna H onda so th at th e  

prope rty and building can 

continue  to be  use d only for th e  

City’s m ost vulne rable ; th at is , 

for frail, e lde rly, and disable d 

(including AIDS) San Francisco 

re s ide nts. w w w . 

SF4LagunaH onda. org

Be tte r Ne igh borh oods Plus Plan: 

 Th e  Council vote d to re q ue st 

th at th e  Board of Supe rvisors 

tak e  th e  unanim ous advise  of th e  

Planning Com m iss ion and not 

approve  of th is plan (w w w . sfgov. 

org/ site / planning).

Aptos M iddle  Sch ool Playground: 

 Th e  Council vote d to support th e  

e fforts of th e  Frie nds of Aptos 

M iddle  Sch ool in th e ir ongoing 

re novation of th e  Aptos 

Playground.

Mortgage  Guaranty Location on 

W e st Portal:  Th e  Council 

re q ue ste d th e  Board of 

Supe rvisors ove rturn th e  

Planning Com m iss ion’s de cis ion 

to allow  th e  Mortgage  Guaranty 

Co. to le ase  ground floor space  

on th e  first block  of W e st Portal 

h istorically re se rve d for re tail 

use . (Th e  Board ove rturne d th e  

Planning Com m iss ion’s de cis ion).

Lak e s h ore  Plaza:  Th e  Council 

supporte d Lak e s h ore  Acre s 

Im prove m e nt Club’s re q ue st th at 

th e  drive w ay ope ning from  th e  

plaza onto Eve rglade  Dr. be  

close d and th at th e  ow ne rs of th e  

prope rty provide  an on-s ite  full-

tim e  m anage r.

Me dical Marijuana:  Citing 

cityw ide  crim e  and se curity 

issue s, th e  Council vote d to 

re q ue st th at m e dical m arijuana 

be  provide d only by city-ope rate d 

m e dical facilitie s .

Pum pk in Patch /Ch ristm as Tre e  

Lot/ 19 th  &  Sloat Boule vard:  Th e  

Council side d w ith  ne igh boring 

Pine lak e  Park  Association in th e ir 

re q ue st th at th e  proprie tor of 

th e se  e nte rprise s ope rate  only 

afte r h aving obtaine d th e  prope r 

pe rm its and th at th e  lot sh ould 

be  k e pt fre e  of trash  and de bris 

and oth e rw ise  m aintaine d during 

th e  re st of th e  ye ar.

Full Staffing for th e  Police  

De partm e nt:  Th e  Council 

supporte d m e m be r M iralom a 

Im prove m e nt Club in th e ir 

re q ue st th at th e  Police  

De partm e nt sh ould m aintain full 

staffing using th e  form ula th at 

w as de te rm ine d by a cityw ide  

proposition a fe w  ye ars ago.

Broth e rh ood W ay Building 

Proje ct:  Th e  Council side d w ith  

ne igh bors in re q ue sting th at a 

full Environm e ntal Im pact Re port 

be  pre pare d for th e  proje ct, 

w h ich  w ould consist of 121 tw o 

and th re e -story buildings on th e  

north  s ide  of Broth e rh ood W ay, 

be tw e e n 19 th  Ave . and Lak e  

Me rce d Blvd. (Th e  Board of 

Supe rvisors turne d dow n our 

re q ue st).  A law suit brough t by 

ne igh bors is pe nding.

Ille gal Inlaw  Units
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Park  Be nch  Planne d

Dire ctor Anya Le Gault re ports 
th at a total of four tre e s w e re  
re m ove d and 12 plante d during 
2005.  W e stw ood H igh lands 
Association continue s to plant 
tre e s for its re side nts fre e  of 
ch arge  as long as th e y are  

plante d on fronts or side s of th e  
h ouse s th at face  th e  side w alk .

W e stw ood H igh lands 
dire ctors w ill continue  to lobby 
our supe rvisor and appropriate  
city de partm e nts to finish  th e  
Monte re y Blvd. m e dian strip tre e  

planting proje ct. Tre e s are  
ne e de d be tw e e n Ridge w ood and 
Ye rba Bue na.

ARE YOU A NERT? As th ose  of us 
w h o h ave  be com e  NERTs (not 
ne rds) k now , NERT stands for 
Ne igh borh ood Em e rge ncy 
Re sponse  Te am .  W e  be cam e  a 
NERT by tak ing th e  6 w e e k s 
FREE course  sponsore d by th e  
SF Fire  De partm e nt.   All of us 
are  acute ly aw are  now  of th e  
ne e d for e ach  com m unity to 
h ave  lots of volunte e rs to h e lp 
our officials in case  of a m ajor 
disaste r.  In orde r to h e lp 
organize  in case  of an 
e m e rge ncy W W H  w ould lik e  to 
k now  h ow  m any NERTs w e  h ave  
in W W H . If you are  a NERT 

ple ase  contact our se cre tary 
Jane  Vince nt Corbe tt by w e b 
w w w.corbe tt@ usfca.e du or 
ph one  (415) 333-6775. 

If you are  not ye t a NERT you 
can find a sch e dule  of classe s at 
w w w.sfgov.org/sffdne rt or by 
calling th e  NERT Coordinator Lt. 
Erica Arte se ros at (415)-9 70-
2022.  If you are  not inte re ste d 
in classe s now  but w ould lik e  
inform ation on som e  basic 
supplie s for your h om e  W W H  
can h e lp H urricane  Katrina 
re m inde d us th at w e  couldn’t 
count on oth e rs to fulfill basic 
ne e ds. W e  all ne e d a fe w  

supplie s such  as  (1) w ate r, 
m inim um  of 1 gallon pe r pe rson 
pe r day for a m inim um  of 3 days 
(2) food th at is re ady to e at  (3) 
flash ligh ts and (4) trash  bags to 
use  as a toile t to m aintain 
h ygie ne . O ur W W H  Board 
m e m be r, Jane  Vince nt Corbe tt, a 
RN, is w ork ing on an outre ach  
program  so sh e  w ould be  
inte re ste d in giving lite rature  to 
anyone  inte re ste d in e xam ple s 
of e m e rge ncy supplie s and a 
ch e ck list for your h om e . 
Contact h e r by w e b or ph one  as 
note d above .

Tre e  Re port

At th e  urging of W H A dire ctors, 
th e  De partm e nt of Public w ork s 
h as cle ane d up and cle are d off 
th e  sm all plot of land th at lie s 
be tw e e n th e  stre e t and th e  
side w alk  on Ye rba Bue na at 
Monte re y Blvd. Since  th is lot is 

re ally th e  only ‘park w ay’ in 
W e stw ood H igh lands, and, since  
th e  vie w  ove rlook ing th e  
south e rn part of th e  city th e re  is 
actually rath e r nice , th e  
dire ctors h ave  de cide d to install 
a nice  ce m e nt be nch  th e re  ne ar 

th e  tre e .  Continuing 
m ainte nance  and landscaping is 
be ing conside re d. Th ank s to th e  
adjoining h om e ow ne rs on Ye rba 
Bue na for k e e ping th is parce l up 
ove r th e  ye ars.

Alth ough  W H A due s of $25.00 pe r 
ye ar are  so low  th e y are  conside re d 
a jok e  in m ost oth e r incorporate d 
ne igh borh oods, th e y are  both  
ne ce ssary and m andatory. No 
dire ctor re ce ive s any pay of any 

k ind for h is or h e r se rvice s. Eve ry 
pe nny is use d to m aintain our 
ne igh borh ood and prope rty value s, 
control in-law  units, and e nforce  
our bi-law s. Also, th e se  funds go 
tow ards m aintaining our non-profit 

status w ith  th e  state  of California, 
due s to th e  W e st of Tw in Pe ak s 
Ce ntral Council, and also for th e  
planting of ne w  tre e s and th e  
re m oval of old one s. 

Due s

Ne igh borh ood Em e rge ncy Re sponse  Training

W e stw ood H igh lands
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REQUEST OF H OMEOW NERS:

Ple ase  contact th e  board if w e  are  not addre ss ing our m ailings prope rly or 

m isspe lling nam e s. Also, if you w is h , ple ase  advise  your ph one  num be r and/or 

e m ail addre ss if you w ant us to contact you in th ose  w ays.

Com m on Re fe rrals/Ph one  Num be rs

Asse ssor's Office  554-5525

Board of (Pe rm it) Appe als 575-6880

Busine ss Lice nse  554-6208

H e alth  De partm e nt 554-2500

Toxic Division, H e alth  De partm e nt 554-2780

Police  Pe rm it Bure au 553-1115

Com m unity Boards 9 20-3820

Subdivisions, e ncroach m e nt pe rm its DPW  554-5810

Stre e t Addre sse s (ass igning stre e t num be rs) 558-6502

Curbs, Park ing de s ignations (DPT) 554-2300

Condom inium s DPW  554-5827

Re de ve lopm e nt Age ncy 749 -2400

3R Re ports (Re port of Re side ntial Re cord) 558-6081

Park ing violations (DPT Enforce m e nt) 553-1200

Dam age d side w alk s (Cynth ia Ch ono, DPW ) 554-619 6

Scaffolding obstructions (H arry Gulbe ngay, DPW ) 554-5860

Proble m s w ith  ne w srack s (Dan Brugm an, DPW ) 554-69 17

Stre e t e m e rge ncie s , e .g. se w e r re pair, tre e  lim bs dow n, poth ole s, 69 5-2000

Police  (non-e m e rge ncy): 553-0123

Noise  Com plaints (Police ) 553-1012




