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Updating and Maintaining Westwood Highlands

Vegetable farms in the West Portal area, circa 1900. 
The dirt road in front of the trees later became Portola 
Drive. (Photo, Greg Gaar Collection.)

CALENDAR
 
Westwood Highlands  
Association Meetings 
120 Brentwood Ave., 
7:30 p.m., on March 22, 
May 17, July 19, Sept. 
20, and Nov. 15, 2011 
— anyone is welcome 
to attend. 

Westwood Highlands 
Annual Neighborhood 
Garage Sale 

Sept. 10 & 11, 2011

Our annual garage sale 
will be held the week-
end after Labor Day. 
One suggestion: clear 
out a corner in your 
basement or garage 
and periodically place 
items you want to sell 
at the garage sale in a 
box in this corner. This 
prevents a last-minute 
scramble to get ready 
for the sale! 

Most people put their 
items out to sell from 
9–10 a.m. and close 
up shop around 4 or 5 
p.m., but it’s up to you 
what time to start and 
end. More information 
to follow in our summer 
issue. — Charley Leach

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Dave Bisho

Westwood Highlands 
Association (WHA) is 
probably one of the most 
consistent neighbor-
hoods in San Francisco. 
The residents in our 283 
homes change every so 
often, although not too 
often, and the look and 
feel of this area always 
remains the same. 

There used to be one 
or two very bushy acacia 
trees in front of each of 
the homes in the neigh-
borhood. The acacia tree 
was a kind of Westwood 
Highlands hallmark that 
was started in the 1920s 
with the neighborhood 
itself. Most of these trees 
are gone now, but WHA 
continues to replace 
them with trees that are 
a little more sidewalk- 
and sewer pipe-friendly. 

Most of the West-
wood Highlands homes 
now look great, but the 
sidewalks and streets, 
not so much. To have 
the space and parking 
we enjoy is rare and 
almost unheard of in 
San Francisco. And, it’s 
no easy task to maintain 
these assets with the 
constant pressure from a 
city trying to make ends 
meet by pushing various 
“housing elements” and 

“better neighborhood” 
plans which include 
clauses that would con-
gest neighborhoods like 
ours. 

However, Westwood 
Highlands is lucky in a 

sense that we are one of 
about 30 active neigh-
borhood associations in 
this part of town that 
constantly work towards 
maintaining these very 
enjoyable living qualities 

that set us apart from 
many other areas in the 
city.

Dave Bisho is President of 
the Westwood Highlands 
Association.

Our Shiny Fire Hydrants
Thanks to the city crews 
for repainting our fire 

hydrants in Westwood 
Highlands! Thanks to 
Dave Bisho (who found 
us the city’s fax num-
ber for this service and 
submitted the request) 
and Charley Leach, who 
walked the area to get all 
the addresses, and Blue 
Mudbhary for agitating 
and creating the map 
of all the locations. Can 
you believe we have 13 
hydrants in our neigh-
borhood? Good news for 
our safe neighborhood!

— Blue Mudbhary
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West of Twin 
Peaks Central 
Council Report
We had an impressive 
array of speakers at the 
last few meetings of 
the West of Twin Peaks 
Central Council (WOTP-
CC), of which Westwood 
Highlands is a member 
organization. Everyone 
from Jeff Adachi to two 
of our new supervisors, 
Mark Farrell and Malia 
Cohen, were there. Also, 
we hosted an interesting 
post-election analysis by 
David Latterman (who 
analyzes local politics 
for a living!).

Resolutions passed-
included a show of sup-
port for Balboa Terrace’s 

opposition to the lack 
of notice given when a 
company was install-
ing wireless antennae in 
their neighborhood, and 
support for two resolu-
tions written by WOT-
PCC President George 
Wooding and VP Matt 
Chamberlain. The last 
two resolutions ask the 
SF Parks and Recreation 
Department to reopen 
the clubhouses that have 
been closed at JP Murphy 
Park and elsewhere, so 
residents can use these 
facilities again.

Minutes are posted 
on the Web site at 
westoftwinpeaks.org. 
Our meetings are the 
fourth Monday of each 
month at the Forest Hill 
Clubhouse, 7:30 p.m., 
and Westwood Highlands 
residents are welcome to 
attend—hope to see you 
there! 

Westwood Highlands 
is a charter member of 
WOTPCC and one of 17 
neighborhood organiza-
tions on the city’s west 
side that belong to it. 
Established in 1936, the 
Council is an umbrella 
organization that ad-
dresses issues that are 
common to its members. 
Monthly meetings are 
generally attended by 
each neighborhood’s del-
egates and guests. Issues 
include safety, traffic, 
zoning, MUNI, utility 
rates, building projects, 
and Laguna Honda Hos-
pital.

—Blue Mudbhary,  
Recording Secretary for 

WOTPCC (and Westwood 
Highlands resident) 

 

San Francisco Trivia Questions

1. What do San Francisco mayors Frank McCoppin, 
P.H. MCarthy, Adoph Sutro, and George Christo-
pher have in common? 
a. they were all brought up on corruption charges 

but were all pardoned
b. They were all born in foreign countries
c. They were all originally miners

2. How big in area is Golden Gate Park compared 
with New York’s Central Park?
a. slightly larger
b. twice as big
c. half as big

3. In the 1880s, where was San Francisco Potter’s 
Field?
a. in West Portal where artichokes were grown
b. Adjacent to Mission Dolores where various 

crops were grown
c. The graveyard in the Richmond where Lincoln 

Park Golf course is now located
                                                      
4. What was the original name of Columbus Avenue?

a. Montgomery Avenue
b. Sutter Promenade
c. Front Promenade

5. What did PG&E do in San Francisco in 1929?
a. became PG&E by combining with a gas com-

pany
b. sponsored 14 Santa Clauses in various depart-

ment stores at Christmas time
c. removed the last of the gas lamps in the city

6. Who was Jasper O’Farrell?
a. an Irish surveyor/mapmaker
b. a Scottish Banker/SF Mayor
c. a Welsh Sailor/SF Saloonkeeper

7. How did Dungeness Crab get its name “Dunge-
ness?”
a. from Dungeness, Washington located near the 

strait of Juan de Fuca
b. because of the crab shell, from the French ‘don-

jon’ meaning tower or fortress
c. named after Jacques Dungeness of Portland, 

Oregon

Answers to Trivia Questions: 1b, 2a, 3c, 4a, 5c, 
 6a, 7c

WWH Border 
Markers and 
Poles to be  
Repainted
Soon, all Westwood High-
lands border markers 
(see below) located along 
Monterey Boulevard, 
and at each entrance to 
Westwood Highlands, 
will have been repainted. 
This time the Board 
decided on a dark green 
color for the name mark-
er. At the same time, the 
poles will be re-painted 
black.
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Westwood Highlands 
Web Site

Check out our Web site 
at westwoodhighlands.
org. It has a collection of 
our newsletters, his-
torical photos, and other 
important neighborhood 
information, as well as 
updates on events such 
as our annual dinner.

Westwood 
Highlands  
Photos Needed
WHA would like to add 
old photos of Westwood 
Highlands homes and 
street scenes to our Web 
site. If anyone has any 
that they can submit, 
please do. If you have 
photos we can scan, 
please contact contact 
Dave Bisho at bisho@
pacbell.net. Please do 
check the Web site for 
the great collection of 
old photos we already 
have.

Welcome New 
Neighbors
Westwood Highlands Di-
rectors would like to wel-
come new neighbors to 
the Association. Any new 
residents of Westwood 
Highlands who have not 
been welcomed, please 
contact Charley Leach, 
VP and Welcome Wagon 
Chairperson, at crleach@
sbcglobal.net, to receive 
an informative packet 
that includes Westwood 
Highlands CC&Rs, local 
information, a local map, 
and store discount infor-
mation.

Elections Due 
for WHA Board 
of Directors
This June, Westwood 
Highlands Homeowners 
Association will hold its 
annual election for its 
Board of Directors. The 
current Board has been 
in place for some time 
with a couple of excep-
tions.

We could use some 
new people with fresh 
ideas to join our Board.  
The current Board would 
welcome with open arms 
any new contributors to 
our group. The position 
can be challenging, and 
it can give a person a 
good feeling to be doing 
something for the neigh-
borhood.

If interested, contact 
Dave Bisho at bisho@
pacbell.net.

Current Board of  
Directors, Westwood 

Highlands Association

Dave Bisho, President
Charley Leach,  
Vice President

Jane Vincent Corbett, 
Secretary

Anya LeGault, Treasurer
Blue Mudbhary

In-Law Units 
Are Illegal in 
Westwood 
Highlands
An illegal or secondary 
unit is generally de-
scribed as a second liv-
ing space in a single fam-
ily home, usually in the 
basement, and having a 
kitchen and a separate 
entrance. 

The city’s designa-
tion for Westwood High-
lands is exclusively R1-D 
(single-family detached), 
so the city can not issue 
permits to build these 
units. In addition, Ar-
ticle IV of Westwood 
Highland Association’s 
Easements, Restrictions, 
Conditions, Covenants, 
Charges, and Agree-
ments first established 
in 1924 restrict the use 
of each lot to one family. 

The WHA board will 
continue to enforce this 
and other articles of 
these CC&Rs. Complaints 
can be made to the WHA 
board and to the Depart-
ment of Building Inspec-
tion: DBI.Complaints@
sfgov.org,  (415) 558-
6088 (anonymous calls 
are okay).

Dues for Your 
Homeowner’s 
Association
Although WHA dues 
of $25 per year are so 
low they are considered 
a joke in many other 
incorporated neighbor-
hoods, they are both 
necessary and manda-
tory. Directors are not 
paid for serving on the 
WHA board, except for a 
customary token salary 
paid to the secretary/
treasurer. All funds are 
used to maintain our 
neighborhood and prop-
erty values. Dues notices 
will go out in about one 
month.

Neighborhood 
Dinner Being 
Planned
We will have our annual 
neighborhood dinner 
upstairs at the Gold 
Mirror Restaurant, 18th 
and Taraval, on a Friday 
in April of May. There 
will be special guests 
for you to meet. We’ll 
have more information 
later—please check our 
Web site at www.west-
woodhighlands.org for 
updates.

History of the Ownership of Westwood Highlands
Before 1542 — wildlife and native people
1542 — Spain, claimed by Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo
1821 — Mexico, result of the Mexican War of Independence from Spain
1845 — José de Jesus Noe, a farmer, land grant by Mexican governor Pio Pico
1854 — John Meirs Horner and brother William J. Horner
1862 — Francois Louis Alfred Pioche, French Financier & Messrs. Bazerque 
   and Parsons
1880 — Adolph Sutro, silver miner and San Francisco mayor
1911 — Residential Development Corporation/Westwood Highlands
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